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TN seeks advancing of
paddy procurement date

FE BUREAU
Chennal, June 21

THETAMIL NADU government
onTuesday urged the Centreto
advance the procurement of
paddy by one month, to Sept-
ember 1, 2022, instead of
October1, 2022 to safeguard
theinterestof farmers of Tamil
Nadu. The state government
believes that as TN has experi-
enced a favourable agricultural
seasonthis year,and if the Cen-
tre orders to procure paddy
from September 1, that would
immensely help farmers of
Tamil Nadu to fetch remuner-
ative price forpaddy and realise
the benefit of increased MSP
forthe kharif marketing season
of 2022.

InalettertoPrime Minister
Narendra Modi, Tamil Nadu
chief minister M Stalin
requested to issue suitable
instructions to the department
ofagriculture and farmerswel-
fare to advance the procure-
ment of paddy by one month.

Normally, the paddy har-
vesting season, inlate Septem-
ber or early October, would
coincide with both south west
and north east monsoon, lead-
ingtoyield lossormassive crop
damage due toinundationdur-
ing cyclones. But, this year,due
tothe steps takenby the state
government, farmers are con-
fidentof harvesting their Kuru-
vai paddy conumencing from
lastweek of August, 2022,

“The new MSP for kharif
marketing season (KMS),2022
would be applicable fromOcto-

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M Stalin wrote to PM Modi
that the move would
immensely help state
farmers to fetch

remunerative price for
paddy and realise the
benefit of increased MSP

RSN

ber 1 onwards. Due toadvance
and timely initiatives taken by
the governmentof Tamil Nadu,
it is expected that Kuruvai
paddy harvest would com-
mence from the last week of
August itself. 1 request that
suitable instructions may
kindlybeissuedtoadvancethe
procurement of paddy by one
month,to September1,2022
theletter states.

Forthe first time since inde-
pendence, the Metturreservoir
has been opened for Kuruvai
paddy cultivation on May 24,

2023, ahead of the conven-
tional date of june 12.Due to
the judicious use of irrigation
water during the last paddy
season, and due to beneficial
rains, the storage position of
Mettur reservoir is quite com-
fortable this year, he pointed
outin theletter.

The state government had
issued orders on April 8,2022
itself, to take up desiltingwork
of the main canals and sub-
canals foralength of 4,964.11
kmin Cauverydeltadistrictsat
an outlay of ¥80 crore and
sanctioned an agri input pack-
ageworth¥61 crore tofarmers
of theregion

Quality seeds of high yield-
ing paddy varieties and fertilis-
ers have been mabilised inali

‘the needy places and farmers

have been advised to complete
the rransplantation of Kuruvai
paddy before the end of June,
itself.



