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Prices of fruits,
vegetables go

through

Kolkata: Homemuaker Kakali
Mullick, who had thought it wo-
uld be wiser to buy vegetables
and firuits for Lakhsmi Puja a
couple of days in advance, was
inforashock whenshefound on
Friday thart the prices of almost
item had increased by at least
20%. Finally shehad toalterher
shopping list at the Gariahat
market to fit her capacity
“Cabbages are getting sold
atRes0perpieceand thepriceof
tomatoes is Rs 80 per kg How
will middle-class people like us
buyour daily needs if the prices
of vegetables increase somuch?
The prices had alrezdy increa-
sed before Durga Puja and have
skyrocketed again ahead of
LakshmiPuja,” rued Mullick.

the roo

ailable are firom the old stock.
Fresh vegetables will start hit-
ting the market from Kartik.
That isalsooneof thereasonbe-
hind hefty prices,” said Kuma-
resh Bose, a vegetable seller at
Gariahat Market.

TOItookatowrof threema-
jormarketsinthecity on Friday
and found out considerable dif-
ferences in prices from Chaturt-
hi evening to what was quoted
on Friday evening. On Chaturt-
hi, cucumbers sold for Rs30akg
but now they are around Rs 30.
GuavapriccalsorosefromRs60
1o Rs100ake.

Vegetable prices, 100, have
climbed within a week. “T went
1o the market on Friday to shop
vegetables for my daily house-
hold needs and not for Puja pur-

pose but the pmces were so mgh
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Two davs before Lakshmi
Puja, skyv-high prices have beco-
mea headache as sellers say the
rates are unlikely 1o come down
before ‘bhaifonta’. “Incessanit
rain and restriction on truck
movement are to blame. Also,
the increasing demand for vege-
tables and fruits during the fes-
tiveseason willnotalow thepri-
ces to come down till the end of
themonth.” said Dilip Das, a ve-
gotable seller at Lake Market.

According 1o taders, this is
the transition period — betwe-
en Ashwin and Kartik months
of the Bengali calendar — and
fresh vegetablesare vet toreach
the markert. “The vegetables av-

2z lists to suit thenf pockets

thatl hadtoreturn homealmost
empty-handed,” said Chandri-
ma Ro¥; a college professor. who
was spotted bargaining with a
vegetable seller at Lake Market.
Another shopper at Garia-
hat Market demanded for go-
vermment intervention to regu-
late the price. “"Prices of simple
fruits like cucumber and sweet
potato are so high thar it is diffi-
cult to even bargain for them.
Veorganiseaverysmall pujaat
home with linited budget but
the steep prices have forced me
to curtail expenge
ri Som, 40, \\hu \ws shoppmo
with his mother at Gariahat
Fridayevening,




