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‘India’s V-Day: Vaccmatlon
drive set to begm on Jan 16

1ST ORDER T0 BE MOSTLY COVISHIEI.D

Date Kept After
Uttarayan, Other
Festivals Next Wk

Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: India will launch
its vaccination drive against
Covid19 on January 16 after
the forthcoming festivals of
Lohri, Makar Sankranti,
Pongal and Magh Bihu at a ti-
me when India's infections
are low as compared to seve-
ral nations witnessing fresh
spikes.

The decision on the roll-
out date was taken at a high-
level meeting, chaired by Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday to review the sta-
tus of Covid-19 in the country
and preparedness of states
and Union territories for the
massive vaccination pro-
gramme that in its first phase
targets30 crore people.

“Everything is in line. We
are hoping to vaccinate a few
lakh people across several

January l&,wﬂl be the
date of India's vaccination

drive launch 4

» Health ministry set

to sign vaccine supply

order for first tran

of 10 crore doses. it

will be funded through

PM-Cares Fund

» The first order to mostly

comprise Covishield vaccine
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redress of adverse events

» First phase of inoculation
will target 30 crore people

thousand sites on the first day
itself,” an official said,adding
stocks will reach four major
depots soon after the supply
order is signed.

Sources said the health
ministry is set to sign the
supply order with the first
tranche of 10 crore doses fun-
ded through PM-Cares Fund.
“Though bulk of the order
will be for Covishield (develo-
ped by Oxford University-Ast-
ra Zeneca), the government is
also likely to buy somestocks
of Covaxin from Bharat Bio-

tech,” an official said.

Initially, around three cro-
re healthcare and frontline
workers will be innoculated,
followed by those above 50 ye-
arsof ageand the under-50 po-
pulation with comorbidities,
estimated ataround 27 crore.

The vaccination program-
me might also be ramped up,
depending on status of thein-
fection spread and supply of
vaccine.

OnJanuary 3, the drugre-
gulator granted emergency
use authorisation to two vac-

India readyto
~ protect world: PM
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the world with not one but two

vaccination programme. In his
addressat the inauguration of
the 16thPravasi Bharatiya Divas

cines - Covishield and Covax-
in - both being manufactured
in India by Serum Institute of
India (SII) and Bharat Bio-
tech, respectively

»Continued on P 12

2nd round of
dry run carried
out on Friday

b Continued from P1

to meet chief minis-
ters on Monday to dis-
cussthe planfor the roll-out,
ahead of the final launch.
The vaccination exercise
is underpinned by the prin-
ciples of people’s participa-
tion (Jan Bhagidari), utilis-
ing experience of elections
(booth strategy) and Univer-
sal Immunisation Program
(UIP). There will be no com-
promise on existing health-
care services, especially na-
tional programmes and pri-
mary healthcare and scien-
tific and regulatory norms
will be maintained, the gov-
ernment said. All SOPs will
be followed for orderly and
smooth implementation, it
added.

The Centre also conduct-
ed a second round of coun-
trywide dry run on Friday.
The mock drill was conduct-
ed in around 550 districts to
test the feasibility of carry-
ing out vaccination in sever-
alcentresacrossthe country
and to test whether the Co-
WIN system and the proto-
col for reporting and re-
dressing adverse events af-
ter immunisation are fool-
proof.
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