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Govt keeping a close watch on
exports of wheat flour: Food secy

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, June 22

THE GOVERNMENT IS keeping
a close watch ofi exports of
wheat flour which has wit-
nessed a susge since the ban on
wheat shipments was
announced on May 13,Sudhan-
shu Pandey, secretary, ministry
of food and pubtic distribution
sald on Wednesday,

“Exports of wheat flour are
on the highside, if you compare
with previcus months" Pandey

said. He said that the govern-

mentis monitoring the domes-
tic prices of both wheat and
flour. According to the food
ministry, 250,000 tonne wheat
flour has been exported since
April 1,2022.

Trade sources said monthly
exports of wheat flour at this
time of year had been around
7.000 108,000 tonne. However,
exports have seen a surge to
around 100,000tomesince the
wheatexport banwas imposed.
* SdLanka, Bangladeshand Nepal
are some of thecountries,wheat
flouris mostly exported to.

In value terms, exports of
wheat or meslin flour jumped
64% last fiscal from a year
betore to §2-47 million, accond-
ing tothe DGOSdata

I11 the current fiscal so far,
[ndia has exported close to 3
miliion tonne (MT) of wheat.
India shipped a record 7 MT of
wheatworth §2billion inFY2 2,

Exports of

wheat flour
are on the high
side, if you compare
with previous
months."

SUDHANSHU PANDEY,
SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF
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DISTRIBUTION

againstjust2.1 MTworth § 0,55
billion in FY21.

Apart from allowngexports
thatwere already backed by Let -
terof Credits, India is discussing
ptoposals or requests from sev-
eral countries for exporting
wheat. These shipments would
be to cater for the genuine need
for food security through gov-
emment-to-government(G2G)
routes.

Sources said several coun-
tries such as Bangladesh,
Indonesia, the UAE, South
Korea, Oman and Yemen have
approached India for wheat
imports underbitateralarange-
ments between governments.

As the production of wheat
has declined following heat
wave conditions in March, the
governmenthadtocurbexports
to improve domestic supplies

Agricultureministry revised
wheat production forthe 2021-
22 cropyear (July-June) to 106
MT{rom its February’s estimate
of 111 MT. -

After the export ban was
imposed, Food Corporation of
India tried to procure wheat
again and could only get
800,000as farmers had already
sold their produce, FCT’s wheat
procurement drive tor the cur-
rent year fellby more than 54%
1o 18,8 MT till Wed nesday from
theyear-agp level.

Meanwhile, the food min-
istry,in a statement, said that
the wholesale prices and retail
pricesof vanaspati, soyabeanoil,
sunflower oil and RBD pal-
molein have decreased over the
week, “With the edible oil prices
beginning to showa downward
trend and are set to decline fur-
ther, the Indian consumers can
expect topay less fortheiredibie
oils. The falling edible oil prices
will helpin cooling the inflation
as well," according to the state-
ment.



