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'Four labour codes may get implemented ahead of schedule
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he Union government
Tuesday indicatec that it
is accelerating labour
reforms and looking for an

| early implementation of the

fourlabourcodes, and the rules
tothis effect will be ready by
the end of January. Thiscomes
despite allegations that the
Centre is ignoring trade

unions.

In October, the Unionlabour

| ministry had said that itsimsto

implement the four labour
codes by April. However, on
Tuesday, labour secretary
Apurva Chandrasaid hisminis-
try will be ready with the rules
ofall four codes by 31 January.
“Implementation of the rules
can happen any time after that
date ...it may happen earlier
than Aprilalso,” Chandrisaid.

™y
wages, the government said.

The four labour codes are
being seen as a big reform
aimed at reducing bureaucratic
hurdles, improving ease of
doing business, simplifying
labour laws, streamlining the
definition of labour market
components, and expanding
social security coverage.

The government, which
held a tripartite meeting

A committee has been formed for formulating minimum floor
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(involving its officials, and
employees’ and employers’
representatives) on Tuesday,
said all the trade unions that
skipped the meet will be
invited again next week hefore
the rulesare finalized.

“Rules are ready for wage
and industrial relations codes.
A committee has been formed
for formulating minimum floor

wages after due deliberations. | tor and are seeking clarity on
The tripartite consultationsare | thesalary componentonwhich
almost overandonelastround | Employees’ Provident Fund
may happen soon foroccupa- | will be calculated.
tional safety and socialsecurity However, authorities did not
codes,” Chandra said. comment on what will be the
OnTuesday, the labourmin- | minimum wage, by when the
istry met employers' represent- | committee will submit its
atives, indusiry report, and how
chambers, and Rules for wage thewage codecan
some  trade and industrial be implemented
unions. “We lis- relations codes  Without effecting
tened to 1h'em. will be ready by amandatory wage
The suggestions the end of floor,
were heard and At least 29 cen-
recorded and dur- January, saiqthe tral labour laws
ing finalizationof ~ 1ADOUr MINIStryY e heen merged
rules several of P into four broad
them are likely to codes on indus-

be used,” said D.P.S. Negi, sen-
ior labour and employment
advisor at the ministry,

The employerorganizations,
authoritiessaid, havesoughtto
expand the scope of gig work-
ers and include those who are
notworking with any aggrega-

trial relations, occupational
safety and health, wages, and
social security. The ministry
said it is appointing legal con-
sultants to study state labour
legislations and ensure that all
are on the same page with
regard to “the new central leg-

islations”.

With regard to the 10 central
trade unions not attending
Tuesday’s meeting, Negi said
the “ministry wants evervone
on board. Weinvited them for
Tuesday’s meeting and shall
invite them for the one next
week. That will be thelastone
on tripartite consultations. If
they wish not to come, no one
cando much.”

“Instead oftaking our ohjec-
tions seriously, the govern-
ment istryingtocreatea farce
of tripartite consultations by
setting up this kind of video-
conferencewhenwe know that
physical meetings of the gov-
emment are taking placeat var-
ious levels, including negotia-
tionswith farmersand the elec-
tion preparation rallies in
various states,” the 10trade
unions had said ina jointstate-
ment Monday after decidingto |
skip the meeting.



