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Centreto PumpinZ8ker
in J&K to Boost Income
of Farmers and Traders

Decision taken in wake

of terrorists threatening
growers against selling
their produce in market

Rahul.Tripathi@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Centre will pump
in 8,000 crore to help apple and
dryfruittradersinJ&Kandrevive
business sentiment in the Valley,
includingZ2,000 crore towards pro-
curing apples directly from grow-
ers thisseason, officials said.
State-run National Agricultural

Cooperative Marketing Federationof = vice President M Venkalah Naldu wlth vlllage heads from Jammu and
Kashmir in New Delhi on Tuesday - ani

India(Nafed) will procure 60% apples

produced in the state this season in (T

the wakeofterrorists threateningap-
plegrowersnottoselltheir producein
the market, officials told ET.

Nafed would procure A, Band C
grade apples under a special Market
Intervention Price Scheme (MISP)
and payments willbe madedirectly to
the growers’ bank accounts.through
the direct benefit transfer (DBT)
mode within 48 hours, they said.

“Quality control-cum-grading
committees will be constituted for
each mandifor validation-cum-cer-
tification ofthe apple to be procured
atthemandis,” an official said.

The government would set up a
state-level price fixation commit-
tee to determine procurement price
based on the variety and grade of
apples, and other incidental charg-

es like packaging, transportation, -

storage and related expenditure.
Nafed would procure apples from
farmersthrough the directorate of
horticulture, planning and mar-
keting. According to official data,
Kashmir accounts for production
of 91% walnuts, 90% of almonds,
cherry and saffron, and 70% ap-
plesinthe country, worth a total of
%7,000 crore annually.
But the shutdown following abroga-
. tionofthe specialstatusgivento J&K

under Article 370 and bifurcation of
the state into two Union Territories
early last month has hit apple trade
in the Valley, with fruit truck move-
ment significantly reduced.

To add to farmers’ woes, militants
have warned them against selling
their produce inthemarket. Recently,
militants attacked a businessman at
Sopore — which houses one of the
biggest fruit mandis in the valley —
jnjuring four persons including a

4-year-old girl, after he tried to defy
the separatists’shutdown call.

~J&K chief secretary BVR

SubrahmanyamonMondayasked the
state authorities to assess the number
of trucks required for transportation
of apple crop and formulate a move-
ment plan for trucks to take fruits out
of the state. Asper J&K administra-
tion, it wouldrequire1,100-1,200trucks
perday totransport apples duringthe
peak season starting September 15.



