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Augrains at 19-yrlow; Delhi sees bestseason inllyrs

AGENQES

New Delhi, 10 September ‘

Monsoon2021hasbeena
season of extremes. Latest
information from the India
Meteorological Department

(IMD)showed thatrainfallin

August, which saw 24 per

centdeficiency, wasthe

lowestin19years.
However, inDelhi, the

monsoon, though delayed, was
amongthehighestinthelastll

yearsat1,005.3mm,sofar.

Thisisthe firsttimesince
2010 that rainfall in Delhi
breached the1,000-mm
markduringthe monsoon
Season.

Meanwhile, the IMD said
in August that two major
spellsof weak monsoon

prevailed over the country —
from August 9-16 and August :

23-27.During thistime,
northwest, central and
adjoining peninsularand
west coast of India had
subdued rainfall activity.
“During August2021,

‘rainfall overthe country,asa |

whole, wasbelowthelong
period average (LPA) by
minus 24 percent. Itisalso

the lowest August rainfallin
thelast19years, since2002,”
the IMD said.

Thesouthwest monsoon
season officially commences
from June1and laststill
September 30. June recorded
10 percent more rainfall, but
both July and August clocked
adeficiency of 7and 24 per
cent, respectively, according
toIMDdata.

Ofthe four meteorological
divisionsofthe IMD, the
central Indiadivision
received 39 percentlessrain.
Thedivision consistsof large
swathesofareas from
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa,
Madhya Pradesh,

[Chhattisgarhand Odisha.

Deficiencyinthe
northwest Indiadivision,
which comprises northern
Indianstates, was 30 percent.

The deficiency was10 per
centinthesouth peninsula,
whereastheeastand
northeast division received
two per cent more rainfall
than normal.

TheIMD had predicted
that rainfall activity was
expected tobe normal during
August. It has now predicted

| above normal precipitation
i inSeptember.

InDelhi, ontheother

¢ hand, intense burstsofrain
i poundedthecapitalinJuly
: andSeptember,sometimes
i 100 mm precipitationinafew
: hours. Thissubmerged roads, :
¢ residential areas, schools,
: hospitals, and marketsin
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TAKING STOCK
Kharif acreage as of September10 (in mn hectares)
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*Area covered during the same period in last five years
Note: Total won't match as all crops have not been included
Source: Ministry of Agriculture
knee-deepwaterand plunged | surpassingtheSeptember
vehiculartrafficinto chaos. i averageof129.8 mmbyahuge
Delhirecorded morethan ;| margin.
100 mm of rainontwo Despite the monsoon
consecutivedaysatthestart | embracing DelhionlyonJuly
ofthemonth—1121mmon | 13, makingitthe most-
Septemberland117Z7mmon | delayedin19years, thecapital
September2. It hasso far i hadrecordedl6rainydaysin .

received 2489 mm
precipitation thismonth,

i themonth, the maximumin
i thelastfouryears.

Scope of MTA
enhanced for
agri exports

The government on Friday
enhanced the scope of
Transportand Marketing
Assistance (TMA) scheme
for specified agriculture
products by induding dairy
products under its purview
and increasingthe rates of
assistance. The scheme has
been extended till March
31,2022, astatement said.
Enhanced assistance
underthe revised scheme
isexpected to help Indian
exporters of agricultural
products to meet rising
freightand logistics costs,
itadded. In2019, the
governmentannounced
the scheme for providing
financial assistance for
transport and marketing of
agricultural products to
boost exports of such
commodities to certain
countriesin Europe and
North America. Pn




