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~ Aug rains at 19-yf low; Delhi sees best season in llyrs 
AGENOES 
New Delhi, 10 September 

Monsoon2021 has been a 
season of extremes. Latest 
information from the India 
Meteorological Department 
(lMD)showed that rainfall in 
August. whichsaw24per 
cent deficiency. wasthe 
lowest in 19years. 

However.in~lhi.the 
monsOOn. though delayed. was 
amongthehighestinthelastll 
)'eC!lSatl,005.3mm,sofar. 

This is the fusttimesince 
20l0that rainfall in Delhi 
breached the I.OOO-mm 
markduringthemonsoon 
season. 

Meanwhile. thelMDsaid 
in August that two major 
spellsofweakmonsoon 
prevailedoverthecountry­
from August 9-16 and August 
23-27. Duringthis time. 
northwest, central and 
adjoining peninsular and 
west coastofIndia had 
subdued rainfall activity. 

"DuringAugust2021. 
. rainfall over the country. as a 
whole, was below the long 
period average(LPA) by 
minus24percent.Itisalso 

the )owestAugusr rainfall in 
thelastI9years.since2002." 
thelMDsaid. 

The southwest monsoon 
season officially commences 
from June I and iasts till 
September 30. June reGorded 
10 percent more rainfall. but 
both July and Augustciocked 
adeficiency of7 and24 per 
cent. respectively, according 
toIMDdata. 

Of the four meteorological 
divisionsoftheIMD, the 
central Indiadivision 
received39 percent less rain. 
The division consists oflarge 
swathesofareasfrom 
Maharashtra. Gujarat. Goa. 
Madhya Pradesh. 
Chhattisgarhand Odisha 
, DefiCiency in the 
nonhwestlntliadivision, 
which comprises nonhem 
Indianstates. was30percent. 

The deficiency was 10 per 
cent in the south peninsula. 
whereastheeastand 
northeast division received 
two percent more rainfall 
than normal.' 

The IMD had predicted 
that rainfall activitywas 
expected to be normaiduring 
August. Ithas now predicted 

above nQrmal precipitation 
inSeptember, 

In Delhi, on the other 
hand, intense bursts of rain 
poundedthecapitaiinJuly 
andSeptember,sometimes 
100 nun precipitation inafew 
hoUl'S:. Thissubmergedroads. 
residential areas, schools, 
hospitals. and markets in 

TAKING STOCK 
Kharifacreage as ofSeptember10 (in mn hectares) 

• Normai' ~ 2020 _ 2021 %O!gvs I %<hIiios 
normal 2020 _____ 38.46 

0.39 . Rice 40.79 6.47 
40.95 

2.20 I 1.97 

-2.74 I -2.53 

5.77 I -1.64 

0.08 I . -5.84 

Iotal _105.98 .,109.67 3,48 I -0,89 

' Area covered during the same period In la5t five years 
Hote: Total won't match as all crops have not been included 
Source: Mlnl5try of Agriculture 

l<nee-deepwaterandpiuhged 
vehicular traffic into chaos. 

Delhi recorded more than 
loommofrainontwo 
consecutive days at the start 
ofthemonth-112.1mmon 
Septemberland1l7.7mmon 
September2. Ithasso far 
received248.9mm 
precipitation this month, 

surpasslngtheSeptember 
average of129.8 mm by ahuge 
margin. 

Despitethemonsoon 
embracingDeihionlyonJuly 
13. m3king it the most­
delayed in 19years. thecapital 
bad recordedl6 rainydaysin 
the month. the maximum in 
the last four years. 

I 

ScopeofMTA 
enhanced for 
agri exports 
The government on Friday 
enhanced the scope of 
Transportand Marketing 
Assistonce (!MAl scheme 
for specified agriculture 
products by induding dailY 
products under its purview 
and inaeasingthe rates of 
assistance. The scheme has 
been extended till March 
31.2022. a stotementsaid. 
Enhanced assistance 
underthe revised scheme 
is expected to help Indian 
exporters of agricultu ral 
productsto meet rising 
freight and logistics costs, 
it added. In 1019:the 
government announced 
the scheme for providing 
financial assistance for 
transport and marketingof 
agricultural productsto 
boost exports of such 
commoditiesto certain 
countries in Europe and 
NorthAmerica. Pn 
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